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BIOGRAPHY 
 

 Caryl Ferey was born in Caen, France in 1967. In 1989, he goes on a 
world tour and falls in love with New Zealand. In 1994, he publishes his 
first novel Avec un ange sur les yeux. In 1995 he writes and publishes 
his first crime novel Delicta Mortalia – péché mortel in which Detective 
Mc Cash appears for the first time – he will then carry out the 
investigations in Plutôt Crever, Série Noire Gallimard, 2002 and La 
jambe gauche de Joe Strummer, Série Noire Gallimard, 2007. In 2008, 
he publishes Zulu – his first novel to be translated into English (Europa 
2010): a huge success both in France and abroad. 

 
It is his third novel and second crime novel which makes him famous and starts his career as a French 
crime novelist. His trademark is the change of scenery. Being himself a great traveller, the writer 
locates his novels – among which Zulu and Utu – all around the world: from New Zealand 
where he lived for some time, to Morocco, through France or South Africa.  
 
His novels are also inspired by rock culture as shown in La Jambe gauche de Joe Strummer, which 
refers directly to his passion for the The Clash. With D’amour et dope fraîche he writes his own 
contribution to the famous French detective collection ‘Le Poulpe’. He also writes children books such 
as Krotokus 1er Roi des Animaux (Pocket, 2010). 
 
Caryl Ferey has been invited to participate in the Festival of New Literature from Europe in New York 
which will focus this year on crime fiction.  

SELECTED WORKS 

Haka, Editions Baleine, 1998 - Gallimard, 2003  

La Jambe gauche de Joe Strummer, Gallimard, 2007 

Zulu, Europa Editions, May 2010. Translated by Howard Curtis. 

Utu, Europa Editions, November 2011. Translated by Howard Curtis. 
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About Zulu, published by Europa Editions, May 2010 
 
 
As a child, Ali Neuman ran away from home to escape the Inkatha, a militant 
political party at war with the then-underground African National Congress. 
Today, Neuman is chief of the homicide branch of the Cape Town police, a 
job in which he must do battle with South Africa’s two scourges: widespread 
violence and AIDS. When the mutilated corpse of a young white woman is 
found in the city’s botanical gardens, Neuman’s job gets even more difficult. 
The investigation will take Neuman back to his homeland, where he will 
discover that the once bloody killing fields have become the ideal no-
man’s land for unscrupulous multinationals, and that the apparatchiks 
of apartheid still lurk in the shadows and the back rooms of a society 
struggling toward reconciliation. 
 
‘A horrifying, eye-opening thriller.’ 
Kirkus Review 
 
‘This is a welcome addition to the growing ranks of crime books set in South Africa—powerful and 
unflinching in its portrayal of evil both mindless and calculating.’ 
Publishers Weekly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About Utu, published by Europa Editions, November 2011 
 
 
Jack Fitzgerald has been an Auckland cop since the unsolved disappearances 
of his wife and his daughter. When news of his suicide reaches his old friend 
Paul Osborne in Australia, Osborne wastes no time: he flies direct to New 
Zealand in search of the truth, convinced that Jack’s death could not have 
been suicide. Indeed, Fitzgerald’s supposed suicide followed hard on the heels 
of the death of a Maori healer accuse of orchestrating a series of heinous 
murders, and Osborne is convinced that the truth about Fitzgerald’s death lies 
hidden in the practices and the mysterious demise of this madman. An expert 
in Maori culture, Osborne retraces his dead friend’s steps into a world of 
occult mystery and discovers an entire country thirsting for bloody revenge.  


