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Biography 

Historian and Arabist, Jean-Pierre Filiu, is 
associate professor at Sciences Po 
(Institute of Political Studies), in Paris. A 
Sciences Po summa cum laude graduate 
(1981), he holds a dual degree in Chinese 
(1983) and Arabic (1985) from the Institut 
national de langues et civilisations 
orientales, a PhD in History (Sciences Po, 
1985) and an accreditation to supervise 
research (2008). He was visiting professor 
at Columbia School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA), during the spring 
2011 semester, and at Georgetown School 
of Foreign Service (SFS) during the fall 
2008 semester. Filiu has written several 
books published by Fayard including 
Mitterrand and Palestine (2005), The 
Boundaries of jihad (2006) and The nine 
lives of Al-Qaeda (2009). His works and 
articles have been published in a dozen 
languages. His Apocalypse in Islam 
(University of California Press, 2011) was 

awarded the main prize by the French History Convention and The Arab Revolution: Ten Lessons from the 
Democratic Uprising was recently published by Hurst. Futuropolis will publish another work by Filiu this 
summer entitled, Les Meilleurs ennemis, a graphic novel with drawings by David B., on the history of the 
relationship of the US to the Middle East. The first volume will concentrate on the period between 1780 
and 1953. 
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selected bibliography  

In English 

 Apocalypse in Islam, California University Press; 
February 2011 
 
In French:  

 Les Neuf Vies d'Al-Qaida, Fayard 2009 

 L'Apocalypse dans l'Islam, Fayard, 2008 (prix 
Augustin-Thierry des Rendez-vous de l'Histoire de 
Blois) 
 Mai 68 à l'ORTF, Nouveau Monde, 2008 
 Les Frontières du jihad, Fayard, 2006 
 Mitterrand et la Palestine, Fayard, 2005

 

lectures offered in French/English   

The Arab Revolution : The democratic uprising throughout the Arab world is proving how wrong was the 
standard alternative between dictatorship and Islamism. But more lessons are already to be learnt from this 
grass-root process, even while it is in the making. There is definitely no Arab exceptionalism when it comes 
to freedom and justice. Social networks are crucial in empowering a leaderless movement, where the 
generational factor is striking. The challenge is historical for the Muslim brotherhood in its various national 
forms, with a strong appeal for the Turkish model of government participation, even under constraints. But 
the main losers could be the jihadis, whose discourse and violence are invalidated by the mass protests and 
their pluralist agendas. Even though the situation is still volatile, nothing will be the same again in the Arab 
world and a first assessment of this major revolution should underline what more could change and at what 
cost. 
 

About the book Apocalypse in Islam 

(University of California Press, 2011)  

in a translation by M. B. DeBevoise 

This is an eye-opening exploration of a troubling phenomenon: the fast-
growing belief in Muslim countries that the end of the world is at hand—and 
with  it  the  “Great  Battle,”  prophesied  by  both  Sunni  and Shi`i tradition, which 
many believers expect will begin in the Afghan-Pakistani borderlands. Jean-
Pierre Filiu uncovers the role of apocalypse in Islam over the centuries, and 
highlights its extraordinary resurgence in recent decades. Identifying 1979 as 
a decisive year in the rise of contemporary millenarian speculation, he 
stresses the ease with which subsequent events in the Middle East have been 
incorporated into the intellectual universe of apocalyptic propagandists. Filiu 
also shows how Christian and Jewish visions of the Final Judgment have 
stimulated alarmist reaction in Islamic lands, both in the past and today, and 
examines the widespread fear of Christian Zionist domination as an impetus 
to jihad. Though the overwhelming majority of Muslims remains unpersuaded, 
the mounting conviction in the imminence of apocalypse is a serious matter, 
especially for those who are preparing for it. 
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About the book The Arab Revolution 
Ten Lessons From the Democratic Uprising  

(Horst, 2011)  

 

A preliminary assessment of the revolutionary movement in 
the Middle East which underlines the lessons to be learned, 
and examines what else might change and at what cost. 

The democratic uprising throughout the Arab world is proving 
how wrong we were to accept either dictatorship or Islamism 
as the only political alternatives. Lessons are already being 
learnt from this grassroots process, even while it is in the 
making. Above all,  when it comes to freedom and justice, 
there is definitely no Arab exceptionalism. Social networks 
have been crucial in empowering a leaderless movement, 
where the generational factor is striking. The Facebook-savvy 
globalised youngsters from the urban middle class are key, but 
it is from the wrong side of town that disenfranchised youths 
spearheaded the Tunisian revolution. 

Ruling regimes everywhere are striving to adapt, while major 
sectors of the opposition favour prolonged transitional periods 
to rebuild the devastated political scene. The challenge is 
historical for the Muslim Brotherhood in its various national 
branches, with the Turkish example of government 
participation, even when constrained, proving an appealing 
model. But the main losers could be the jihadi groups whose 
discourse and violence have been invalidated by the mass 
protests and their pluralist agendas. Even though the situation 
is still volatile, nothing will be the same again in the Arab 
world. Jean-Pierre  Filiu’s  preliminary  assessment  of   this  major   revolutionary  movement  underlines  what  
else might change and at what cost. 

 
Review: 

'Jean   Pierre   Filiu’s   book   provides   a   remarkable   in-depth analysis of the "Arab spring", putting it in 
perspective and exploring its long-term consequences. Thanks to his exceptional knowledge of the Middle 
East, Filiu has been able to grasp the meaning of this revolution and make it comprehensible for a wide 
readership.' 

—Olivier Roy, author of, inter alia, Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture Part Ways and Globalised 
Islam. 

'With this timely major book on the subject, we have the Arab Revolution of 2011 recorded as a major 
event in world history. Filiu, the leading French authority on the politics of the Arab world, convincingly 
treats the Arab revolution, which has so far succeeded in Tunisia and Egypt, as a singular event whose 
consequences will unfold in the coming decades. The ten lessons capture the main import of this great 
event, and the appendices give the reader a flavour of its tenor. ... A book written with great verve and 
for the general public.'  

—Said A. Arjomand, Distinguished Service Professor of Sociology & Director of the Stony Brook Institute 
for Global Studies, State University of New York 

'Few writers bring the combination of diplomatic, policy-making and scholarly experience to analysing the 
Arab revolutions as does Jean-Pierre Filiu. And none but him could have written such an authoritative and 
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spot-on analysis of the causes, implications and possible futures of these momentous events as they are 
unfolding. This book will be the gold standard against which the flood of soon-to-appear books on this 
subject will surely be measured.'  

—Mark LeVine, author of Heavy Metal Islam, Professor of History, UC Irvine and Distinguished Visiting 
professor, CMES Lund University. 

'This book simultaneously combines masterful control of the overall historical context, with acute 
sensitivity to the current specificities of each one of the major Arab countries. Beautifully written and 
accessibly priced. Perfect for general readers and specialists alike and for wide course adoption.'  

—Alfred Stepan, Wallace Sayre Professor of Government, Columbia University  

 

 

mailto:anne-sophie.hermil@diplomatie.gouv.fr

