
BIOGRAPHY 

Romain Darchy 

Born: July 26, 1895 in Sancerre (Near Bourges, in the Loire Valley) 

Died: June 11, 1944 in Alençon (Basse-Normandie) 

Nationality: French 

(via Wikipedia.fr) 

Brief Chronology 

Romain Darchy worked as an office clerk before the war. He enlisted at the age of twenty, a year before 

the draft age in France.  

In December 19, 1914, Darchy joined the 27th Infantry Regiment in Dijon. At first, he was a courier: he 

relayed orders from the front lines back, and then made the return trip from the back to the front lines 

again.  

He was injured in the arm at Verdun in 1916, but recovered well enough to continue fighting. He 

received additional training, and became a midshipman in the French Navy in early 1917. 

He returned to the front lines, where he fought until his capture in July, 1918 at the second battle of the 

Marne.  He was held prisoner for four months.  

After the armistice, he was liberated and hospitalized, due to 

the after-effects of poison gas used in combat.  

At the outbreak of the Second World War, he returned to 

service as a lieutenant. He headed a group of soldiers that re-

gained land at Falstroff in the Lorraine region, and was 

promoted to captain.   

Darchy twice received the Croix de Guerre, once for each war.  

When his appendix ruptured, he had to be removed from 

combat to have surgery. He returned to Sancerre. 

Darchy was upset by the occupation of France, and joined the Resistance, where he took on a code 

name, “Noël”. He became the head of the Resistance in Orne (the department where Sancerre is 

located).  

On February 5, 1944, he was arrested by the Gestapo, and was tortured by his captors, though he 

refused to speak. He lasted four months before succumbing to his injuries on 11 June, 1944.  

His body was never found.  

Darchy after his injury at Verdun, 

summer 1916  (via archives18.fr) 



Influences  

Most of what we know about Romain Darchy’s WWI service is through his writings, organized by his 

descendants as Récits de guerre: 1914-1918.  

He enjoyed writing from the beginning, but developed his style quite proficiently through his account of 

the war. In his Récits, he describes both the everyday dealings of the soldiers, and also gives a unique 

first-hand account of the horrors of the war. He is young, a bit naïve, and optimistic, and offers an 

honest look into the lives of WWI foot soldiers. 
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