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MARC BOUTAVANT
U.S. TOUR: November 15-24, 2013
Miami International Book Fair : November 22-24, 2013

BIOGRAPHY
Marc Boutavant is the award-winning author and illustrator of the bestselling Around the
World with Mouk. In the Mouk series of books, now an animated tv series, readers are taken
on adventures by a busy little bear (Mouk) and his world of animal friends. The pages brim
with colors, characters and action, as readers travel to Canada, the South American Pampas,
the vast Sahara, and beyond.
For years, Boutavant has drawn the popular Ariol comic strip in J’aime lire, a monthly
magazine for young readers. The first in a series of books based on the strip, Ariol: Just a
Donkey Like You and Me, is now available in English translation and a second Ariol book is
forthcoming from Papercutz. Like Mouk, Ariol has been adapted into an animated tv series.
His cartoons for children (ages 7-12) and picture books for younger readers (ages 4-6),
including The Great House Hunt, which was a well reviewed bestseller in France, have made
him a widely sought after illustrator. Boutavant’s lively, expressive and inventive illustrations
are attractive to children in their seeming simplicity and to parents in the complexity they
distil. He has worked for a number of French children’s publishers, including Sarbacane,
Editions Mila and Bayard.
This Fall, Marc Boutavant will launch two books in the U.S.: Ariol: Tome 2 and Ghosts.
His online gallery: http://www.heartagency.com/artist/MarcBoutavant/gallery/1

TALKS AND WORKSHOPS OFFERED
Children’s workshops: Marc Boutavant is fluent in English and regularly leads
great workshops for children, based on his popular characters. He invites kids to draw their
own characters, or to imagine and draw the setting around Boutavant's characters.
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Children’s literature in France: Boutavant’s characters, including Ariol and Mouk, have
become iconic in France and abroad. He is available to discuss and give overviews of trends
and innovations in the French picture book and children’s comics market.
Art Technique: Boutavant is happy to give talks to art students about his use of the color
masses, printed-color control, and other features while creating his digital art on the graphic
tablet. From the basic mechanics to the ways he turns colors and shapes into memorable
characters and fanciful worlds, he walks through the process of creating picture books and
comics and talks about the difference between the panel and the page.

SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY
IN THE U.S.:
Ghosts, Enchanted Lion Books, to be published in October 2013
Ariol: Tome 2, Papercutz, to be published in October 2013.
Ariol: Just a Donkey Like You and Me, by Emmanuel Guibert, illustrated by Marc
Boutavant, Papercutz, 2013. ISBN: 9781597073998
The Great House Hunt, by Davide Cali, ill. by Marc Boutavant, Tate Publishing, 2013.
What Happens Next?, by Nicola Davies, ill. by Marc Boutavant, Candlewick Press, 2012.
What Will I Be?, by Nicola Davies, illustrated by Marc Boutavant, Candlewick Press, 2012.
Who’s Like Me?, by Nicola Davies, illustrated by Marc Boutavant, Candlewick Press, 2012.
For Just One Day, by Laura Leuck, illustrated by Marc Boutavant, Chronicle Books, 2009.
Around the World with Mouk, Chronicle Books, 2008. ISBN: 9780811869263
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IN FRENCH:
Picture books:
Le tour du monde de Mouk, Albin Michel Jeunesse, 2007
Coccinelles cherchent maison !, text by Davide Cali, Editions Sarbacane, 2011. ISBN: 9782848652474
N, Collection : L'abécédaire, Editions L’édune, 2008. ISBN: 978-2353190232
C'est un secret !, text by René Gouichoux, Album Nathan , 2012. ISBN: 978-2092538548
Bogueugueu Series : Text by Béatrice Fontanel, Gallimard Jeunesse, 2009-2012
dont : Bogueugueu est amoureux, 978-2070637737
Votez pour moi !, text by Martin Baltscheit, Collection Vitamine, Glénat, 2012. 9782723467414
P-books series : Dans la forêt / La nature en ville /Le jardin / Sur la plage, text by Valérie
Guidoux, Collection : Mon album animé, Nathan, 2010. ISBN: 978-2092527283.
Comic books for kids:
Mais ou est Pétula ?, BD KIDS, Bayard Editions, 2013
Ariol, Tome 1(Un petit âne comme vous et moi) to Tome 8 (Les trois baudets), by Emmanuel
Guibert, illustrated by Marc Boutavant, Bayard Editions, 2009-2013.
Non-Fiction:
Sur la piste de la biodiversité, text by Isaline Aubin, Seuil Jeunesse, 2010. ISBN : 9782021020434
Book covers:
Chien pourri, text by Colas Gutman, L'Ecole des Loisirs (Mouche), mai 2013, 9782211211970
La Grève de la vie, Text by Amélie Couture, Actes Sud Junior, 2002 (PRIX CHRONOS
CM1-CM2 2003)

ABOUT HIS BOOKS
Ariol: Just a Donkey Like You and Me, by
Emmanuel Guibert, illustrated by Marc Boutavant,
Papercutz, 2013. ISBN: 9781597073998 (Ages 7-10)
Have you ever wanted to live in a place where it’s
summer year-round and skip those cold, cold winter
mornings? Have you ever tried to get out of the really
hard stuff in gym class? Have you ever wondered
why school starts so darned early? If so, it sounds like
you were once a kid, and if you were ever a kid,
you’ll love Ariol, the latest graphic novel series from
Papercutz, the comics company for adventurers of all
ages!
Written by international best-selling author
Emmanuel Guibert with art by the critically
acclaimed children’s book illustrator Marc Boutavant,
Ariol is about all the questions that are big when you’re little, in tidy sitcom-like vignettes that
aren’t just funny but surprisingly true. It’s hard to find children’s books that show us the way
life as a kid actually is rather than how we all want it to be; Ariol is the straight story about
growing up and all its ridiculousness! Oh, and it also stars a little blue donkey.
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The Great House Hunt, by Davide Cali, illustrated
by Marc Boutavant, Tate Publishing, 2013.
ISBN: 978 184976 100 0
Mr and Mrs Ladybird are a young couple who are
ready to settle down. Calling on the renowned
expertise of Mr weevil, estate agent de rigeur, they
start the search for their dream home. In this
deliriously funny marathon Mr and Mrs Ladybird
view an eccentric line up of housing options: a
mouldy mushroom, a snail shell, a cork afloat on
the river, a crumbling sand castle, a rotten apple, an
inhabited burrow, and the ultimate in chic living:
the “loft style” broken bottle. will Mr and Mrs
Ladybird ever find a nest? Davide Cali’s story is a
humorous take on the house hunt, made all the more
hilarious by Marc Boutavant’s quirky characters
and hyper-detailed illustrations that children will
pore over again and again.

Around the World with Mouk, Chronicle Books,
2008. ISBN: 9780811869263
Filled with vibrant illustrations, search-and-find
challenges, and 46 reusable stickers, this oversized
book is a spectacular play space for future world
travelers. And Mouk is the perfect tour guide! His
journey takes him all around the world, and at
every stop along the way his animal friends share
fascinating tidbits about local customs. Young
adventure-seekers will be amazed and amused by
something new with every reading.

For Just One Day, by Laura Leuck, illustrated by Marc
Boutavant, Chronicle Books, 2009. ISBN:
9780811856102
For just one day, I'd like to be a busy, buzzing
bumble...BEE!
What child hasn't pretended to be a monkey, a bear, or a
bumblebee? After imagining the fun of being a variety of
animals from around the world, a sweet ending—and an
attached mirror—remind little ones that the very best
thing they can be is exactly who they are.
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REVIEWS
What Happens Next?
KIRKUS REVIEW
A smartly designed lift-the-flap book reveals surprises in the animal kingdom.
A hungry chameleon spies a juicy grasshopper. Turn the half-page. His long tongue shoots
out to catch it. Going on, Davies presents other unexpected animal behaviors. A beaver swims
underwater into its cozy, dry den. A peacock displays his tail and screeches at a female. A bee
dances to tell others in her hive about a patch of flowers. Chimps catch termites with a stick.
The final spread in this sequencing exercise offers a matching game to remind young viewers
of the actions described. Boutavant's bright digital art spreads across the pages, the flaps
matching and smoothly revealing each different scene. There is much for pre-readers to look
at and enjoy in his busy natural world. Also in the Flip the Flap & Find Out series, Who Lives
There? introduces animal biomes by hiding the answer to the titular question under one of
four tabs. A jungle, a freshwater pond, a grassland, a coral reef and the Arctic offer distinctly
varied habitats for the 20 different species introduced. The final spread asks youngsters to
group the species. While these paper flaps last, they’re sure to get plenty of flipping.
Entertainment and education in a pleasing package. (Informational picture book. 3-7)
ARIOL: Just a Donkey Like You and Me
KIRKUS REVIEW
Scenes from the life of a middle-grade Everydonkey.
Aside from a few tears after being suddenly struck by the expressions “dumbass” and “dumb
as a donkey” (his mother gently joshes him out of his funk), Ariol travels a relatively gentle
emotional landscape in this series opener. Giggle-inducing episodes usually involve Ariol’s
friend Ramono the pig, who sets off a nose-to-nose, no-hands game of “pass the tissue” at
school and later brings fake vomit on a class outing (“My dad had bought it to play a joke on
my mom, before their divorce”). Other experiences range from providing commentary for a
triumphant tennis match against illusory opponent Stevie McFailure to cutting up in gym and,
in the finale, suffering a nightmare in which he has to choose between class crush Petula the
cow or becoming an interstellar knight with beloved equine superhero Thunder Horse.
Boutavant arranges the all-animal cast in large sequential panels that never look crowded even
when the dialogue balloons multiply.
Definitely on the Wimpy Kid bandwagon, but less vicious with the satire and therefore all the
more welcome. (Graphic novel. 8-10)
Discover also Martin Salisbury’s article on Marc Boutavant in: Play Pen: New Children's
Book Illustration, Laurence King Publishers, 2007

