


Dear friends, 

I am particularly proud and delighted to celebrate the 50th anniversary of L’École des 
Loisirs with you. This prestigious French children’s publishing house has paved the way for 
an impressive lineage of small independent publishers that favor artistic creativity over 
mass-production. In a period when kids’ books are in full bloom in most parts of the world, 
it is crucial to reaffirm the importance of leaving authors and illustrators ample time and 
freedom to let their imaginations wander and mature. 

L’École des Loisirs was founded in 1965 to feed a new demand to provide children with 
irreverent and boundary-pushing stories. It transformed French kids’ books from didactic 
tools into an art medium, complete with cheeky tales and witty drawings. Curious, fearless, 
and naturally comfortable with ambiguity, children adore L’École des Loisirs’ stories, which 
showcase the lovely, repulsive, and bizarre parts of life in equal measure.

Today, with 5,800 titles released since its origin, L’École des Loisirs has set the standard 
in children’s book publishing in France with top-notch authors and an innovative flair. Its 
timeless classics, such as Tomi Ungerer’s The Three Robbers, Maurice Sendak’s Where the 
Wild Things Are and Claude Ponti’s Pétronille still amaze us both in their subject matter 
and inventiveness. For fifty years, new releases have relentlessly taken kids on some 
of the wildest adventures. From Magali Bonniol’s Pierre, who is stubbornly unafraid of 
the Cornebidouille witch, to Philippe Corentin’s Zigomar in Africa and Loulou, Grégoire 
Solotareff’s trainee wolf, L’École des Loisirs empowers children to explore and indulge their 
curiosity about life.

It’s exactly this spirit that guided the design of our 50th anniversary celebration of L’École 
des Loisirs. An exhibition, curated by Maria Popova at the Cultural Services of the French 
Embassy in New York, showcases original drawings on display for the first time in the U.S. 
Workshops and conversations at the MoMA Store, The Invisible Dog Art Center, and our 
own Albertine Books will bring the magic of L’École des Loisirs to life through story battles, 
hands on activities and interactive games. Like L’École des Loisirs’ albums, these events are 
sure to please kids, and, who knows, maybe even parents! 

I hope you find inspiration in the beautiful, witty drawings that line 
our walls and relish the playful workshops around the city.

Bénédicte de Montlaur  
Cultural Counselor 
of the French Embassy



“Children,” E.B. White told a Paris Review interviewer in 
1969, “are the most attentive, curious, eager, observant, 
sensitive, quick, and generally congenial readers on earth,” 
adding: “Anyone who writes down to children is simply 
wasting his time. You have to write up, not down.”

It’s a sentiment some of humanity’s most beloved storytellers 
have echoed. “I don’t write for children,” Maurice Sendak told 
Stephen Colbert in his final on-camera interview. “I write—and 
somebody says, ‘That’s for children!’” Some decades earlier, in a 
magnificent lecture titled “Fairy Stories,” J.R.R. Tolkien made a 
passionate case for this idea that there is no such thing as writing 
“for children.” C.S. Lewis similarly insisted that it is a grave mistake 
for writers to consider children “a strange species” addressed as an 
anthropological curiosity and Neil Gaiman continually admonishes 
against protecting children from the dark.

Perhaps the strangest thing about children is their natural gift for 
transmuting darkness into wonderment and befriending strangeness. 
Unlike adults, with our profound inability to comprehend duality and sit 
with paradox, children are capable of holding opposing truths with each 
hand and marching forward.
 
Undergirding the most enduring dualities in children’s literature—
difference and kinship, terror and tenderness, playfulness and 
profundity—is a fundamental journey of self-invention and belonging. 
In the tussle with sameness and strangeness, the child discovers 
herself as a singular human unit and harmonious part of a greater 
whole. And in that discovery lies the seedbed of wonderment.

“Oh, hell,” the legendary editor Ursula Nordstrom—perhaps the 
greatest patron saint of children’s literature who ever lived—wrote 
in a spirited letter to a friend, “it just boils down to: you just can’t 
explain this sort of basic wonderful stuff to some adults.”

Maria Popova
Writer, blogger, and critic
Curator, L’École des Loisirs exhibition at the French Embassy
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EXHIBITION 

L’École des Loisirs 50th 
Anniversary Exhibition
Original drawings and rare prints from the 
L’École des Loisirs collection by artists such as 
Claude Ponti, Yvan Pommaux, and Stéphanie 
Blake will be on display in a playful and cozy 
reading nook complete with L’École des Loisirs 
books for families to peruse.

November 20 - December 20
Mon-Sat: 11am-7pm; Sun: 11am-6pm
French Embassy, 972 Fifth Ave., NY
Free | for all ages
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1. Philippe Corentin, Papa, 1995

2. Stéphanie Blake,  Au loup, 2005

3. Nadja, Chien Bleu, 1989

4. Anne-Catherine de Boel, Rafara, 2000

5. Catharina Valckx, Haut les pattes, 2010

6. Grégoire Solotareff, Loulou, 1989

7. Rascal, L’ours qui danse, 2013

8. Dorothée de Monfreid, Nuit noire, 2007

9.  Yvan Pommaux, Une nuit, un chat, 1994

10. Claude Ponti, Bih-Bih et le Bouffron-Gouffron, 2009

11. Magali Bonniol, La vengeance de Cornebidouille, 2010

12.  Audrey Poussier, Mon pull, 2006

13. Michel Van Zeveren, Et pourquoi, 2007

14. Komoko Sakai, Réveillés les premiers, 2013

15. Mario Ramos, Le plus malin, 2011

16. Maurice Sendak, Max et les Maximonstres, 1963

17.  Claude Ponti, Blaise et le kontrôleur de Kastatroffe, 2014

18. Claude Ponti, Mô Namour, 2007

19. Michel Gay, Zou, 1998

20. Matthieu Maudet, Sinon quoi, 2010

21. Michel Gay, Bidoundé, 1984

L’École des Loisirs celebrates 50 years...
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WORKSHOPS

Create Your Own 
Doggy Book 
Dive into the world of book publishing and 
craft your very own story with author-illustrator 
Dorothée de Monfreid (Shhh! I’m sleeping, I’d 
Really Like to Eat a Child, Dark Night). 

November 21 | 1 p.m.  
MoMA Design Store, 81 Spring St., NY 
Free | ages +3

Building a Story 
Join French illustrator Matthieu Maudet (A 
Mammoth in the Fridge; Hello, Doctor) for a 
special workshop and reading at Albertine Books. 
Children will be invited to help Maudet construct 
a story in real time as he creates drawings based 
on their suggestions. 

December 5 | 11 a.m. 
Albertine Books, 972 Fifth Ave., NY
Free | ages +4
Co-presented by the French Embassy and Jacadi Paris. 

A Battle of Drawings  
Watch author and illustrator Matthieu Maudet 
(A Mammoth in the Fridge, Hello, Doctor), 
author and comic artist Pénélope Bagieu 
(Exquisite Corpse, Josephine), Julia Rothman 
(Hello NY) and other guest illustrators engage
 in a battle of drawings. 

December 12 | 4-6 p.m.  (all ages)
The Invisible Dog Art Center 
51 Bergen St., Brooklyn 
Free | all ages
Free cookies provided by Michel et Augustin.

CONVERSATIONS

Coming of Age Tales
Join author Malika Ferdjoukh (Le Club de la 
Pluie, Quatre  sœurs) and Tommy Wallach (We 
all looked up) for a fun and engaging discussion 
on the timeless tale of adolescence.  

December 7 | 6 p.m. 
Albertine Books, 972 Fifth Ave., NY
Free | ages +9

Talking Illustration 
Join Magali Bonniol (Cornebidouille) and 
Marianne Dubuc (The Lion and the Bird, The 
Bus Ride) for a conversation on the power of 
illustration in children’s literature. Moderated 
by Brooklyn-based writer and author of the 
acclaimed blog BrainPickings.org, Maria 
Popova.

December 14 | 7 p.m.
Community Bookstore
143, Seventh Ave., Brooklyn
Free | for all ages
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What color 
shirt will the
mouse wear 
to the party?

The giraffe is 
waiting patiently 
for the party to 
begin. What is he 
reading while he 
waits?  

Workshops & conversations for kids! 

Little donkey is making a 
lovely mural. Connect the 
dots to find out what she’s 
painting! 

Billy and the worm are hanging a banner. What else do they need to make the 
party feel festive? Fill in the empty space with party decorations...

It’s party time! 
Today is the big day, L’École des Loisirs is celebrating their 50th birthday! 
All of our favorite characters are getting ready for the party...
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Special thanks to Matthieu Maudet for the original cover illustration. 

Cover: © Matthieu Maudet 
Images: Page 1: © Audrey Poussier, Guili guili; Page 2: © Tomi Ungerer, Les Trois Brigands; Page 3 © Grégoire 
Solotareff, Loulou, © Kitty Crowther, Alors; Page 4: © Claude Ponti, Blaise; Page 6: © Raphaël Fejtö; Page 7: 
© Catharina Valckx, La Fête de Billy, © Ole Konnecke, Le Grand Imagier des petits, girafe; © Ole Konnecke, 
Le grand imagier des petits, cœur; Page 8: © Yvan Pommaux, Poster classe.  

SPECIAL EVENT

Dual Language
Silent Auction Benefit
Support the first public high school in New 
York with a French-English International 
Baccalaureate Program (grades 6-12). With 
books specially dedicated by illustrators from 
L’École des Loisirs. 

December 10 | 6 p.m. 
French Embassy, 972 Fifth Ave., NY
Suggested Donation at the door: $50



Ecole des Loisirs 50th Anniversary Celebration is presented by

This project is made possible with generous support from  

FRENCH EMBASSY
IN THE UNITED STATES

HIGHER EDUCATION,
ARTS, FRENCH LANGUAGE


